
Taste and odour (T&O) incidents are a
source of great concern for municipal
authorities.

T&O events generally occur unexpectedly in
the summer when water temperatures and
nutrient load create a perfect environment
for growing blue-green algae that secrete a
chemical known as geosmin.

Its strong taste and smell are often
described as earthy, musty or dirt-like. It
can also happen when the reservoirs turn
over in the spring and autumn.

Reduces taste and odour caused
by algae within 24 hours.

Outdated, labour intensive use of algaecides
results in harmful biomass disturbance and
potential cell lysis leading to release of
toxins and need for additional treatments by
activated carbon or powerful oxidants to
remove or adequately destroy toxins. 

Advanced taste and odour control for water storages
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The EarthTec  advantage
Rapid response within 7-10 days

100% Bioactive copper

Economical – reduces labour costs

Effective control for up to 30 days

High solubility and fast dispersion
avoid accumulation in sediment  
    

50-80% less copper per treatment

Minimises toxins

Minimal impact on ecosystem

®



EarthTec is used to control
unpleasant taste and odours

EarthTec may be poured into the water 
manually after calculating the volume of 
water to be treated and measuring the 
quantity of EarthTec necessary to attain a 
concentration of 60 ppb of copper or by 
using an automated dispenser calibrated to 
release the required amount.

EarthTec is used to control the rapid growth of geosmin, which can impair water quality
by producing unpleasant tastes and odours.  The addition of EarthTec at the
recommended dose in the reservoir controls algae.

Preventative treatment for
Geosmin

Is it cost effective and safe?

How is the EarthTec
treatment applied?

For algae and non-public health bacteria
treat at 0.5-1.0 ppm, i.e. 0.5 - 1.0 L  per 1
megalitre (ML) of water to be treated. If
algae still present, use 2.0 L per 1 ML of
water to be treated

Results indicate that municipalities
switching from copper sulphate to EarthTec
have fewer total applications per year and
are applying 20-80% less elemental copper
than was used in previous years.

Increase as necessary to achieve
control but do not exceed a resulting
copper concentration of 1.0 mg/L of
metallic copper (background + applied
copper) in the treated water.

The graph highlights that the
EarthTec treatment has
dramatically reduced geosmin
levels. The Victorian treatment
plant was able to reduce their
use of PAC by 90% i.e. 20 ppm
to 2 ppm, thereby providing
valuable operational cost
savings.

The successful treatment with
EarthTec did not exceed 60ppb
as copper is 96% less than
World Health Organisation
Guidelines.
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